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Eventually, they came to a rocky outcrop, where the tour 
guide lay some fabric on the ground. And just then...
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Mom pulled her into a hug. “Oh my god, that could 
have been bad.”

The other tourists were shaken, too. But it’d been a 
minor tremor. Nothing bad had happened. Nothing 
bad, except...

“Ellie, what’s wrong?”

“Yeah Dad, I’m okay.”

“...I lost my cell phone.”
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the edge, at the trees and foliage below. “Don’t worry, we’ll get 
you a new phone when we get home,” Dad had said.

“But that’s days from now. And my team... they need me.”

“Not while you’re on vacation,” Mom said. “Plus, it’ll be better 
like this. You don’t come to Peru everyday.”

So... no cell phone. No connection. No vida.

I have forsaken all of my technological possessions. I am... 
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and watch the nighttime.
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what could possibly go wrong?



IV.

I am being so dumb right now.

The clammy atmosphere. 

Trying to not think of where she was...

How long did he say this passage was?



How long did he say this passage was?

This is that part at the beginning of a movie 
when that  I get eaten by a monster...

Wait, I think  there’s something up ahead.
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This is that part at the beginning of a movie 
when that  I get eaten by a monster...

Wait, I think  there’s something up ahead.





A gathering of spirits.



A gathering of spirits.

They were all human, or once were,
their skin slightly translucent. Ellie 
could hardly believe her eyes.  A few 
of them glanced at her, but no one 
paid too much attention. They were 
busy talking, laughing, dancing.



A gathering of spirits.

They were all human, or were at one 
time, their skin slightly transparent. 
Ellie couldn’t  believe her eyes.  A 
few of them looked  at her, but no 
one paid too much attention. They 
were busy laughing and dancing.

Then, as she moved through 
the crowd, she saw it.



Then, as she moved through 
the crowd, she saw it.







It was being held by a young spir-
it. He was surrounded by others and 
hadn’t noticed Ellie at all. She looked 
around to see if she might find clues 
in her surroundings, some way to get 
in and speak with him. But nothing.



It was being held by a young spir-
it. He was surrounded by others and 
hadn’t noticed Ellie at all. She looked 
around to see if she might find clues 
in her surroundings, some way to get 
in and speak with him. But nothing.

Okay, so he has your cell phone.

What are you waiting for?

Just go ask for it.
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Okay, so he has your cell phone.

What are you waiting for?

Just go ask for it.



“Excuse me.”
“Pardon.”



“Excuse me.”
“Pardon.”

“EXCUSE ME.”



“EXCUSE ME.
I think that’s my cell phone.”



“EXCUSE ME.
I think that’s my cell phone.”

“Ahh, this cell phone was dropped 
earliert today..”



“YES.
I think that’s my cell phone.”

That was me!”

!!!

“Ahh, this cell phone was dropped 
earliert today..”



“YES. That was me!”

........

“So, that means you were also the rude 
one who skipped the mountain ritual.”



That was me!”

“I was busy? My friend was 
playing this game, and I....”
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“So, that means you were also the rude 
one who skipped the mountain ritual.”

“This cell phone, which fell on my 
head this afternoon, is payment for 
your grave offense,...” 



“I was busy? My friend was 
playing this game, and I....”

it’s mine, though

“This cell phone, which fell on my 
head this afternoon, is payment for 
your grave offense,...” 

........



“I am SO sorry. I didn’t mean to 
offend. Can I just have one last 
look at it? There’s a photo of me 
and my mother I want to see... 
one more time.”

“This cell phone, which fell on my 
head this afternoon, is payment for 
your grave offense,...” 

“I suppose that’s reasonable...””



“I suppose that’s reasonable...””









“Wait, where are you going??”







“Wait, don’t go in 
that direction!!”



I’m pretty sure it was this way!

It’s not that far to the condor...

Can’t believe he was trying to keep it...





“Girl, be careful, 
that’s not the exit!”

I’m positive this is it.
All that cross country paying off now...

There’s the exit. I can see...



I’m positive this is it.
All that cross country paying off now...

There’s the exit. I can see...

“Girl, be careful, 
that’s not the exit!”



Plunged into darkness. Cell phone 
and freedom in hand. This was  
some adventure!
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and freedom in hand. This was  
some adventure!

Adrenaline surging.
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Justice served.

This would make a great   —

Suddenly the world fell out from 
under her.  She was sailing, sailing 
into darkness.
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screaming....

AAHHHHHH!!!

this is how it ends

this is how it ends
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all for a dumb phone...

Then abrutply, a soft landing. For 
a second, Ellie was too shocked to 
think. The surface she was on felt 
smooth. Slippery. Gross. 

Were those... scales?
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a second, Ellie was too shocked to 
think. The surface she was on felt 
smooth. Slippery. Gross. 

Were those... scales?







OH MY GOD.



OH MY GOD.

OH MY GOD.

THAT’S A GIANT 
TWO-HEADED 
SNAKE.
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THAT’S A GIANT 
TWO-HEADED 
SNAKE.

The length of a few school buses, at 
least. With eyes as big as watermelons.
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least. With eyes as big as watermelons.



Its voice boomed. She could 
feel the vibrations in her chest.

“Well, I lost my cell phone, and...”
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Its voice boomed. She could 
feel the vibrations in her chest.

“Well, I lost my cell phone, and...”

“Uhh, I was... busy?”

The snake slowly advanced. Its eyes cold. 
Calculating.



“Uhh, I was... busy?”

The snake slowly advanced. Its eyes cold. 
Calculating.

THIS CAN’T BE HAPPENING.











Ellie ran as fast as she could. Gasping 
from exhaustion. Heart beating like a 
drum. 

Don’t know how long...
...I can keep this up.



Ellie ran as fast as she could. Gasping 
from exhaustion. Heart beating like a 
drum. 

Don’t know how long...
...I can keep this up.

“There she is! She’s okay!
We need to kill the snake!”



“There she is! She’s okay!
We need to stop it before it’s too late!”



Ellie saw the spirits. They were wielding 
machetes, spears, assortments of other 
weapons — and they ran right past Ellie 
towards the snake!



Ellie saw the spirits. They were wielding 
machetes, spears, assortments of other 
weapons — and they ran right past Ellie 
towards the snake!

Just as they were about to clash...









“It’s the...
god of the mountain.”





“Well, you see...”







“Well, I lost my cell phone earlier 
today, and...” Ellie was crying now.
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“I just wanted to talk to my 
friends... and play a game...”
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friends... and play a game...”

















Ellie walked up the jagged passageway. 
Holding the broken cell phone in her 
hands, she saw moonlight ahead. Her 
parents, her life, everything seemed so 
far away. What had she just seen? 

...what is going on?



Ellie walked up the jagged passageway. 
Holding the broken cell phone in her 
hands, she saw moonlight ahead. Her 
parents, her life, everything seemed so 
far away. What had she just seen? 

...what is going on?
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Holding the broken cell phone in her 
hands, she saw moonlight ahead. Her 
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...what is going on?





There, on a plateau seemingly at the 
top of the world, the condor was wait-
ing for her.

“So, you’ve made it out at last.” 

“My child, I am the spirit of the mountain. 
Of course I knew you’d be here.”

“How did you know I’d be here?



“Wait, so that means the 
earthquake this morning...?”

“A part of the plan, to be 
able to show you this...”



“You see, every object, every per-
son, everything on earth, even 
your cell phone, has a spirit. “

Ellie saw strands of light, first hun-
dreds, then millions of them, rising 
from all around and into the sky.

“What is all this?”



“You see, every object, every per-
son, everything on earth, even 
your cell phone, has a spirit.“

“All of these spirits are connected. 
And that’s why we celebrate the sol-
stice, and why we have the moun-
tain ceremonies.

Ellie saw strands of light, first hun-
dreds, then millions of them, rising 
from all around and into the sky.

“What is all this?”



“All of these spirits are connected. 
And that’s why we celebrate the sol-
stice, and why we have the moun-
tain ceremonies.

“To remember and celebrate those 
connections.”



“To remember and celebrate those 
connections.”

“You shouldn’t ignore it! Just be-
cause you can’t always see, that 
doesn’t mean it’s not there.”

“I didn’t know all of this 
was here...”



The condor nudged the cell phone, 
and Ellie saw a strand of light 
emerge from it...



The condor nudged the cell phone, 
and Ellie saw a strand of light 
emerge from it...

“The cell phone isn’t bad. Like you, 
like me, it has its own spirit. But the 
cell phone, like anything, when used 
too much, throws you off balance.

“You must learn to also acknowledge, 
and appreciate the other forces in you 
life, for they are part of the great cosmos.”
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The condor nudged the cell phone, 
and Ellie saw a strand of light 
emerge from it...

The condor then nudged the cell 
phone again...

and it miraculously was fixed.
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“You must learn to also acknowledge, 
and appreciate the other forces in you 
life, for they are part of the great cosmos.”



The condor then nudged the cell 
phone again...

and it miraculously was fixed.
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“You fixed it!”

“Yes, it’s time you had this back.”



The condor then nudged the cell 
phone again...

and it miraculously was fixed.

!!!

“You fixed it!”

“Yes, it’s time you had this back.”



V.
They flew back to the hotel. At 
ease, Ellie breathed deeply and no-
ticed for what seemed like the first 
time how fresh the air was. It was a 
beautiful night.
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They flew back to the hotel. At 
ease, Ellie breathed deeply and no-
ticed for what seemed like the first 
time how fresh the air was. It was a 
beautiful night.







“Thank you, sir Condor.”

“My pleasure.”





“...will I ever see you again?”

“Whenever you go to a hill, or mountain, 
and you see a bird flying near the top... 
That is the spirit of the mountain.
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top... That is the spirit of the mountain.

“You can always see me, and remember 
me, there.”
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“Whenever you go to a hill, or moun-
tain, and you see a bird flying near the 
top... That is the spirit of the mountain.

“You can always see me, and remember 
me, there.”

Can I have some of that food now?”



The next day...
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Mom was calling from the river 
bank.
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“Ellie!”
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bank. “Do you want to go rafting?”

“Sure!” Ellie said, trying to sound upbeat. 
She hadn’t told them about her adventure last 
night yet. Would she...? How could she even 
explain?”
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“Sure!” Ellie said, trying to sound upbeat. 
She hadn’t told them about her adventure last 
night yet. Would she...? How could she even 
explain?”

“Sorry to say,” Dad said, “but they 
say the river’s too rough for rafting 
today. Looks like we won’t be able to 
do it.”
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“Sure!” Ellie said, trying to sound upbeat. 
She hadn’t told them about her adventure last 
night yet. Would she...? How could she even 
explain?”

“Sorry to say,” Dad said, “but they 
say the river’s too rought for rafting 
today. Looks like we won’t be able to 
do it.”

“Actually, I have an idea...” Ellie said.
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Ellie walked up to the side of the river.  
She looked up and down its rough wa-
ters. Then she said, “River, I think — 
I know — that you have a spirit. And 
you don’t have to, but I’m wondering 
if... just for today... you could let me 
and my parents ride on you?”



Ellie walked up to the side of the river.  
She looked up and down its rough wa-
ters. Then she said, “River, I think — 
I know — that you have a spirit. And 
you don’t have to, but I’m wondering 
if... just for today... you could let me 
and my parents ride on you?”

“Ellie, what are you doing?” Mom asked.

“It’s umm, something I learned from the 
mountain ceremony,” Ellie said. “Maybe 
we just need to ask the river permission 
before we can go on it.”



“Ellie, what are you doing?” Mom asked.

“It’s umm, something I learned from the 
mountain ceremony,” Ellie said. “Maybe 
we just need to ask the river permission 
before we can go on it.”

“Well how about we grab some lunch?” 
Dad said. “Maybe things will clear up. 
We can try again later.”



And actually, the river did clear up. 
Later that day, they all rode the raft. 
And Ellie couldn’t help but admire 
the landscape as they paddled down-
stream.

“Ellie, see, looks like this time without your 
cell phone is doing you good,” Dad said.



“Ellie, see, looks like this time without your 
cell phone is doing you good,” Dad said.



“Yeah,” Ellie said, looking up twards 
the mountains. “It definitely is.”



“Yeah,” Ellie said, looking up twards 
the mountains. “It definitely is.”
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